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Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library 
of the Suffolk County Historical 
Society, at Riverhead, is open 
daily (except Sundays and Holi- 
days) from one to five P.M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational in- 
stitution where items connected 
with Long Island’s history, cul- 
ture and natural sciences are on 
display. 
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I have been a subscriber to the 
Forum for many years and enjoy 
reading it immensely. I was par- 
ticularly interested in the story 
of the Bethpage Purchase in the 
August issue. 


For the past thirty years I have 
been Village Clerk, Tax Collector 
and Assessor for the Incorporated 
Village of Farmingdale and have 
lived in the Village since 1914, 
so I am somewhat familiar with 
the Farmingdale area. 

In your article the authors 
state that prior to 1690, Thomas 
Powell built a house on what is 
now ‘the northwest corner of 
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Sequence to & 


Douglas Tuomey 


PROBABLY THE most re- 
warding thing that can hap- 
pen to a writer who has made 
a hobby of running down leg- 
ends and old tales of the past, 
is to find or hear about some- 
thing that is a confirmation 
or proof of the event or story 
he has put into print. We 
cannot say that this occurs 
very often, but oddly enough 
it seems to happen more fre- 
quently in connection with 
tales of Long Island, than 
with those of any other part 
of the country. 

As a prime example of 
what we mean: The Forum 
published an account several 
years ago of the activities of 
one Jeremiah Smith, a notor- 
ious wrecker and murderer 
who legend says was the first 
permanent resident of Fire 
Island, and who amassed a 
fortune from the wreckage of 
ships and the unfortunate 
survivors who came into his 
clutches. 

The story gave a fairly ac- 
curate description of the sub- 
stantial house he had built, 
and which was located in the 
area now known as Point O 
Woods. Immediately after the 
article appeared, a letter was 
received from a_ gentleman 
who claimed to be a deep stu- 
dent of such matters, and ad- 
vising the editors of the 
Forum that at no time during 
Colonial days had there ever 
been any kind of a substantial 
house on Fire Island. Huts 
that were used by _ shore- 
whalers, yes, perhaps; but 
only during the whaling sea- 
son; but a permanent house; 
no. 
Nevertheless, three years 
later, the distinguished Islip 
Town Historian George Lewis 
Weeks, Jr., while conducting 
the old Surveyor General in 
a search through the files of 
Albany, ran across an aged 
map made by one Samuel 
Wheeler in 1796; and there 
in plain print appeared a small 
black square labeled “Jere- 
miah Smith House” and in 


: oe 
the identical location mention- 
ed. 

The sequel to another Fire 
Island legend, and even more 
intriguing because it did not 
take nearly two hundred years 
to develop, follows. 

Five years ago, under the 
title “The Legend of Money 
Hill,” there appeared in “The 
Forum” a story which had 
been related to the writer by 
the late Captain Edward Bak- 
er, formerly the skipper of 
the old Fire Island Life Sav- 
ing Station, and the son of 
the renowned Captain Charl- 
es Baker of the Point O Woods 
Station. The story described 
in quite some detail, how one 
of the members of the Point 
O Woods crew, returning from 
a berry-picking jaunt along 
the shore of the bay, was as- 
tonished to see the tip of his 
boot kick up a large gold coin. 

Stooping and running his 
fingers through the sand he 
found another coin, but of sil- 
ver. Hastening back to the 
station, he told Captain Baker 
of his find, and soon great 
activity took place around the 
base of the huge sand dune 
where the coins had been 
found. Two more silver coins 
and the rusted hinges of what 
may have been a_ sea-chest 
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were all that rewarded hours 
and days of digging. But two 
months later, when Ed Bak- 
er, who was then a small boy, 
was clamming in the shallows 
near the same dune, his rake 
became entangled in the 
handle of an iron bucket which 
was filled to the brim with 
large copper coins. 

As a matter of course, the 
digging was renewed, but 
produced nothing. Captain 
Charles Baker was convinced 
that someplace near this dune 
there had been buried pirate 
loot, and that the bucket fill- 
ed with copper coins was the 
result of a sorting-out, hardly 
worth carting away when gold 
and silver were being handled. 
He was also convinced that 
there was a good chance that 
the valuable coins had been 
reburied, and that he was 
missing the cache by inches. 

Last summer, a telephone 
call from a total stranger de- 
veloped the following odd 
happening. 

It appears that two profes- 
sional writers: who had just 
finished a book on buried 
treasure in the Bahamas, a 
two-year task, had decided to 
reward themselves with a va- 
cation at Ocean Beach. One 
morning while awaiting his 
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turn in the local barber-shop, 
one of the men picked up an 
old copy of “The Forum” and 
read the “Legend Of Money 
Hill.”” He took it back to their 
cottage. where it was read by 
his partner, and they decided 
to try their luck with more 
scientific help than had been 
available sixty years ago when 
Charlie Baker prodded and 
poked without success. 

Armed with a metal-detect- 
ing device which had been 
used in their labors in the 
Bahamas, they set off for 
Money Hill and commenced 
operations. In less than five 
minutes after they started, a 
loud “bleep” set them to work 
with the shovels. Two rotted 
burlap bags, stuffed with 
empty beer cans, were un- 
earthed. Nothing daunted, 
they continued around the 
dune, and upon the next faint 
signal from the detector they 
brought out two coins, solid 
silver and as black as ink with 
tarnish. 

Interest quickened now, and 
the partners started up one 
side of the dune, passing the 
detector slowly back and forth 
as they climbed. Soon another 
signal; and this time about 
two feet in, they uncovered a 
twisted silver piece, which 
upon being straightened out 
that evening, developed into 
a high woman’s comb, un- 
doubtedly of either Spanish or 
Portuguese origin, and show- 
ing what were probably set- 
tings for jewels. 

Another day produced no 
further signs, and as their 
vacation time was nearing an 
end they decided to give up 
further search fer the pre- 
sent. The last we have heard 
was that they were returning 
this year with a more power- 
ful detector, and a promise 
that the results would be re- 
ported. Meanwhile, we won- 
der how, and by what means, 
one gold coin, four of silver, 
and a high-backed Spanish 
Comb found their way to Fire 
Island. 


Ours Too Wilbur! 
Best regards to Capt. Wilbur 
Corwin. 
Schuyler Blankley 
Mt. Sinai 
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Neutrals of 1775 


Chester G. Osborne 

A NEWLY-discovered “Com- 
mittee of Safety” document 
in the papers of Judge William 
Smith (1720-1799) brings a- 
live once more the stirring 
days when the colonies set out 
on the difficult road to inde- 
pendence. The road was twice 
difficult: there was the war, 
and there was the problem of 
government, of law and or- 
der. 

Legislatures were organized 
as quickly as possible. But 
when the legislatures were 
not in session, much of the 
responsibility of government 
rested on the local or county 
“Committees.” 

Not everyone wanted inde- 
pendence, nor did everyone 
want to be governed by either 
the congresses or committees. 
To muster support, the pa- 
triots drew up a “Form of 
Association” and asked for 
signers. The “Association” 
was sent to all counties in 
New York near the end of 
April, 1775; it asked the sign- 
ers to follow their committees 
in sustaining the Continental 
Congress and the New York 
“Provincial Convention.” 

In Kings County, the As- 
sociation “seemed to make no 
headway.” In Queens it fared 
little better. In Suffolk, “the 
great majority of the inhabi- 
tants signed.” One authority 
estimates that in the latter 
county, only 236 people did 
not. 

Non-signers received harsh 
treatment in some areas. 

In Ulster, an obstinate man 
was hung. In Queens, some 
people signed only after the 
Continental Congress made a 
show of force with 900 sold- 
iers. In Duchess, a “black 
role of Tories’ listed the stub- 
born ones in funeral black. 

In Brookhaven Town, the 
Committee of 1775 seems to 
have been level-headed enough 
to avoid extremes. The few 
non-signers were given a 
reasonable alternative: they 
could promise not to “offer 
the Least Violence or Insult’ 





to the patriots who had sign- 
ed. They could promise, in 
other words, to be neutral, 
even though they were “dis- 
contented.” 

The original paper which 
these “neutrals” signed has 
turned up among the Judge 
Smith manuscripts. And the 
influence of Smith is appar- 
ent, in the moderate and in- 
telligent wording. Smith as a 
Committee chairman was a 
rebel against Britain; but 
more than once during the 
war he rebelled against vin- 
dictiveness which masquerad- 
ed as patriotism. For example, 
in the new legislature he help- 
ed to defeat some poorly-writ- 
ten bills aimed at the Tories. 
His stand was that the bills 
in effect would try and pun- 
ish the Tories twice for the 
same crime. 

The document has its amus- 
ing aspects. The signers were 
the Loyalists or neutrals of 
the day, apparently, and only 
for that particular day! Jede- 
diah Williamson switched 
sides and served with the 
rebels long enough to get a 
veteran’s pension. Samuel and 
William Jaynes were incon- 
sistent, too, for both had sign- 
ed a real “Association” a 
month or two earlier. 

The document follows. 
Dashes show where the edges 
of the original are torn: 
“Smithtown 

Smith Town Sepr. 29. 1775 

Whereas Dissentions and 
Jealousies have arisen be- 
tween us the Subscribers from 
our former Difference in 


political Sentiments so as to 
render us mutually fearful of 
Mischief from each other and 
to disturb in some me—the 
publick peace—we do hereby 
as well for t and satisfac- 
tion of our own minds as for 
the publi tranquility in 
the most solemn manner eng 
each other and to the 
publick that we will end 
to bury in Oblivion all past 
Conduct that has giv 
Offence and that we will not 
for the future off the 
Least Violence or Insult to 
the person or proper of 
any one that has signed the 
general Association unless by 
order of a Congress Commit- 
tee or proper Officer— 

Signed the day & date above 
mentioned by us— 

Benjamin Buchanan, Samuel 
Jayne, William Jayne, John 
Bayler, Stephen Jayne,Daniel 
Smith, David W. Williamson, 
Jedideah Williamson, Abel 
Cook 

[What the Discontened people 
in Brookhaven Signed] 

Sepr. 29th 1775” 

Benjamin Buchanan’s name 
is on a list of “Non Associates 
in Brookhaven — First Com- 
pany — Aug. 3, 1775.” 

Samuel and William Jayne 
were among the “Signers in 
Brookhaven — June, July, and 
August, 1775” on a list “Sent 
to Col. Nathaniel Woodhull, 
August 17, 1775.” 

The signature which ap- 
pears to be “John Bayler” 
might be “John Bayles” who 
signed in Brookhaven on June 
8, 1775. A “John Bayley” ap- 
pears in Captain Selah 
Strong’s Company in 1776, 
and both a “Bayley” and 
“Baylis” were in the First 
Regiment of Minutemen. 
There are many entries of 
a “John Bailey”; among them 
is one who changed the spell- 
ing of his last name. 

Stephen Jayne signed with 
Buchanan as a “Non-Associ- 
ate.” 

The name “Daniel Smith” 
is common on early Long Is- 
land and it is difficult to 
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Neutrals 


(Continued from page 221) 
identify this one. He may be 
the descendant of the Smith- 
town patentee; if so, his line 
is Richard i, Daniel 2, Daniel 
3, and he is Daniel, 4th gener- 
ation, 1720-1795; his mother 
was Hannah Brewster, and 
his father, after Hannah’s 
death, married Tabitha, a sis- 
ter of General William Floyd. 
Daniel’s sister Mary, born in 
1735, was the first wife of 
Judge William Smith! 

A “Daniel Smith” is named 
as a carpenter from Brook- 
haven Town and a signer in 
June, 1775; in a muster roll 
of Capt. Joshua Rogers’ Com- 
pany, Col. Drake’s Regiment, 
he was listed as “Sick 
absent.” 

David and Jedidiah Wil- 
liamson signed June 8, 1775; 
both appear on a muster roll 
of Capt. Rogers’ Company late 
in ’76; David was then listed 
as “Sick in hospital.” “Jeded- 
iah,” spelled that way, served 
in Col. Smith’s and Col. 
Drake’s regiments; he signed 
the Association in 1775. “He 
was a pensioner of 1833, at 
age 76, ‘served in Mass.’ He 
probably married, Feb. 28, 
1782, Charity Mobery,” ac- 
cording to “Smith. Ch. Rec.” 

Abel Cook was a Private in 
Drake’s Regiment. He is list- 
ed as a deserter on Sept. 29, 
the year probably 1776, and 
a year to the day after he 
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(Continued from page 218) 


Merritt Rd. and Fulton Street, or, 
Hempstead Turnpike. This home- 
stead, known in recent years as 
the “Lawrence Farm,” was de- 
stroyed in 1931. They also state 
that Thomas Powell, Sr. turned 
this house over to his son and 
he built a new home for himself 
which still stands on the east 
side of Merritt Road. You notice 
that we call it Merritt Road and 
not Merritt’s Road. 

The Village of Farmingdale 
was incorporated in 1904 and we 
looked up the Assessment Rolls 
beginning with 1909, as the Rolls 














signed with “The Discontent- 
ed people in Brookhaven.” 


a 


the previous years are miss- 
ing. We found that a John Krum- 
menacker, Sr. owned and was 
2ssessed for 35 acres of land on 
that corner and he was bounded 
on the westerly line by Gilbert 
Lawrence. We believe it possible 
chat Krummenacker bought from 
Lawrence. 


The Assessment Roll indicates 
that Krummenacker retained title 
to the 35 acres until some time 
in 1914 because the Roll then as- 
sesses him for only 4 acres, which 
included the original house and 
barn built by Thomas Powell, Sr. 

The property remained in the 
name of Krummenacker until 
about 1931 when he apparently 
deeded it to his son, John, Jr. 


In November of 1938 Krum- 
menacker, Jr. sold the property 
to a party by the name of Ruhm- 


(Continued on last page) 
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cAutumn_, Notes 


Orient Ferry At Night 


HERE WE are at home from 
a holiday in Boston; but be- 
fore we get caught up in pre- 
parations for school and the 
fall ahead, I must teil about 
our night trip across the 
Sound from New London to 
Orient. The ferry left the 
dock shortly after dark, and 
the lights of the surrounding 
buildings were brightly re- 
flected in the black sky and 
in the black water directly 
below them. Street lights 
made an orderly pattern on 
the nearby shore, and auto 
lights made a hit or miss de- 
sign as they turned invisible 
corners, ever on the move. 
The ship went at a speed 
of several knots an hour, and 
in no time at all the shore 
lights receded into a thin line 
on the rear horizon. We look- 
ed for the moon, and it was 
hidden behind a cloud, but its 
reflection shone, a pale square 
of silver, on the dark water. 
After we had been out some 
time, the boys called our at- 


Norval Dwyer 


tention to small phosphores- 
cent balls, like golf balls, danc- 
ing in the foamy path next to 
the sides of the ferry. They 
were a queer’ radioactive 
green, and they seemed almost 
alive. I thought of watery 
fourth of July rockets explod- 
ing in a watery sky. The sight 
meant that surely autumn was 
descending upon the land and 
sea. 
Shoreham Beach 

We went to a picnic supper 
on the Shoreham beach with 
friends. It was the first time 
in many years that we had 
been around a beach fire, and 
it was very pleasant. Nothing 
is more alive than fire; and 
the salt-coated driftwood 
made little flowers of blue 
and green flame mixed in 
with the orange and yellow. 
As the sun was going down, 
slow and red, a cold wind 
sprang up and sent a chill 
through us. The men and boys 
skipped stones across the red- 
dish water, and where the 


stones struck, spurts of pure 
quicksilver shot up into the 
air. The large amounts of 
silvery phosphorus that come 
in the ocean in the autumn 
seem like a mystery, even 
though there are scientific 
facts to explain it. Many of 
our fishermen friends have 
told of rowing or motoring 
through gleaming streams of 
silver as dusk fell over the 
autumn Sound. 
Nike Site 

We attended an open house 
at the Nike site which is about * 
two miles from here. I had 
been unaware of the existence 
of this splendid high ridge 
which gives such a fine view 
of all this part of the Island 
and the Sound. If only we had 
known about it before the 
Nike project took over, we 
surely would have come here 
for an outing to see the view. 
I usually think of Long Island 
as being flat; and the thing 
I have missed most about my 
former home in the Genessee 
Valley has been the rolling, 
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hilly countryside with long, 
sweeping views. 

As I stood looking at the 
weird narrow white pointed 


missiles, and listened to a 
soldier explain the workings 
while three assistants stood 
by in fire proof suits with en- 
closed plastic helmets and 
brilliant red rubber glovers; 
as I heard the unearthly whine 
when the missiles were auto- 
matically set vertical in the 
air; as I stared, uncompre- 
hending, at the complicated 
electric panel boards in the 
buildings, I seemed to be, not 
in a world I knew, but in some 
science-fiction place. And it 
was a little frightening to see 
the young soldiers taking all 
of this fantastic existence for 
granted as if it were the most 
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ordinary thing in the place. 
We came out of the panel 
room and a vivid bluejay 


flashed across my view. What 
a relief it was, to see him! 
The bird migrations are the 


(Continued on page 236) 
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Some Queens 


Peter L. Van Santvoord 


AT THE start of the Revolu- 
tion, there was unquestion- 
ably a larger proportion of 
Tories in New York than in 
any of the other 12 colonies. 
Alexander Hamilton said that 
half the people in New York 
were Loyalists in 1776, and 
the Tories themselves claim- 
ed support from about two- 
thirds of the inhabitants. And 
there is no _ doubt that, 
throughout the War, Queens 
County was one of the great- 
est Tory strongholds in the 
State. 


Even before the British 
occupation following the Bat- 
tle of Long Island, this was 
so. Hempstead Town was so 
completely dominated by 
Loyalists that the patriot 
North Shore seceded inform- 
ally, a split that became of- 
ficial at the end of the War. 
And two weeks before the 
Battle of Lexington, Oyster 
Bay Town voted Tory by a 
ratio of five-to-one at its own 
meeting. 

Throughout the Revolution, 
Loyalist sentiment was pro- 
tected and encouraged by the 
British occupation. Onder- 
donck says the Whigs were 
“constrained to join the Loyal- 
ists” in petitioning the King’s 
commissioners that their 
County might be restored to 
Royal favor. With troops 
quartered throughout the 
County, and with frequent 
impressment of wood, hay, 
teams, and men, the inhabi- 
tants were forced to exhibit 
the outward symptoms of 
loyalty, and declare them- 
selves “friends to goverment.” 

The Associated Loyalists 
banded together to protect 
themselves from the strange 
piratical warfare of the whale- 
boat men; while according to 
James Rivington and Profes- 
sor Collins the North Shore 
formed a sort of patriot un- 
derground, tipping off the 
Connecticut men as to Loyal- 
ist ship movements and the 
location of valvable plunder. 
The Tories themselves resort- 
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ed to legal piracy to recoup 
their own fortunes, and 
neither side was overly care- 
ful in ascertaining the politics 
of their victims. 

But, with the end of the 
War, the oppressor became 
the oppressed. Tories were 
disfranchised and their pro- 
perty made subject to seizure, 
by act of the legislature. Those 
who had held office under the 
British, served in the Royal 
forces, aided in outfitting ves- 
sels of war, or left the state, 
were in 1784 disqualified from 
voting and holding office. The 
Tory historian Thomas Jones 
said that this act disqualified 
one-fifth of all the inhabitants 
of Suffolk County, over two- 
thirds of those of Kings Coun- 
ty, and nine-tenths of those of 
Queens County. 

Those who had, in the 
King’s name, impressed ma- 
terials for the use of the Brit- 
ish army, were made person- 
ally liable for damages: they 
were not allowed to plead the 
superior order of the enemy. 

As a result, many of the 
County’s leading citizens fled 
the country at the close of the 
War. Sir Guy Carleton, the 
British commander in New 
York, made arrangements for 
transporting 50,000 New York 
Loyalists to England or Can- 
ada. (Carleton afterwards be- 
came Lord Dorchester and 
was one of the governors of 
Canada.) The Loyalists were 


Town Spot nis Hempstead 


he 


provided with food, lumber, 
and tools, as well as liberal 
grants of Canadian land. 
Privates received 50 acres a- 
piece, plus an additional 50 
for each member of their fam- 
ilies coming with them. Of- 
ficers were given much larger 
grants, and half pay for the 
rest of their lives. 

Commissions tried to make 
adequate compensation for all 
losses of property incurred 
through loyalty to the King. 
These were generous terms, 
and it is not surprising that 
so many Islanders accepted 
them. Even the patriot-inclin- 
ed districts in Northern Oy- 
ster Bay Town furnished 
many refugees. 

Among those who departed 
was Squire Gilbert Van Wyck, 
who was Royal Justice of the 
Peace during the last year 
of the Empire. Under the 
English colonial system, the 
justices of the peace comprised 
the county court and had jur- 
isdiction over important cas- 
es, as well as many admin- 
istrative duties. In colonial 
America, the justices were 
generally appointed by the 
royal governers, and prac- 
tically had tenure of office. 
Accordingly, the office held 
great prestige and generally 
went to the most influential 
men in each County. 

As King’s justice, Van 
Wyck maintained his promin- 
ence throughout the British 
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occupation. Joost Monfoort, a 
member of the Oyster Bay 
patriot committee, had his 
turkeys slaughtered, corn, 
hogs, and cattle stolen, and 
on one occasion his wife was 
terrified by British soldiers 
during a night-time raid. 
Joost is said to have told the 
Squire that he hoped to see 
the day when he should have 
satisfaction. “Ah,” said Van 
Wyck, “you may live in hopes, 
but you’ll die in despair.” 
After the War, John Luy- 
ster sued Van Wyck for im- 
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pressing and spoiling a good 
horse, in the court at East 
Norwich. Defendant’s plea of 
superior order of the enemy 
was disallowed, and Luyster 
recovered. A larger suit was 
pending, on stolen cattle, but 
Van Wyck fled to Nova Scotia. 
Presumably it was he who 
died in despair, if anyone did. 

The successful plaintiff in 
Van Wyck’s case had been a 
member of the Oyster Bay 
patriot subcommittee, and fur- 
nished two sons to the Ameri- 
can army. One of these, Dan- 
iel Luyster, was later arrested 
by the British while return- 
ing from a funeral, and im- 
pressed to cart cannon and 
shot from New Utrecht to Hell 
Gate. He was taken over to 
New Jersey with the British 
army, where he contracted 
smallpox and died. It is small 
wonder that incidents such as 
these engendered lasting bit- 
terness and hatred. 


Cornelius Van Nostrand, a 
vestryman of St. George’s 
Anglican Church in Hemp- 
stead, and his son-in-law 
James Van Nostrand, also 
emigrated. The latter’s son 
served on the Canadian side 
in the War of 1812. The whole 
family settled in York Mills, 
Ontario, and several genera- 
tions are buried in St. John’s 
Churchyard there. Of course, 
the Anglican Church was 
traditionally bound to the 
British monarchy as_ the 
Established Church, and _ it 
furnished many members to 
the Loyalist Party. 

Another expatriate was 
John Townsend, the miller. 
When the patriot committee 
member John Kirk of Nor- 
wich was arrested by the 
British, his old friend Town- 
send flatly refused to inter- 
cede for him. “This same 
Townsend,” says Stouten- 
burgh, “was forced to leave 
his property at the peace, and 
go in exile to England, where 
he died.” Kirk, incidentally, 
was confined in the infamous 
Provost Prison, where he con- 
tracted smallpox. Finally re- 
leased through the good of- 
fices of two English Quakers, 


he went home and ultimately 
recovered, but his wife and 
infant child both contracted 
the disease from him and died. 

Any mention of John Kirk 
is a reminder of his daughter 
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Deborah, who married the 
American soldier Jotham 
Townsend of Glen Head. An 
interesting letter, describing 
the burial place of this brave 
couple, appears in the May, 
1952 Forum. It is to be re- 
gretted that the cemetery has 
since been completely obliter- 
ated by a housing develop- 
ment, but its location and in- 
scriptions on the monuments 
have been preserved by the 
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Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion. The tombstone of Deb- 
orah Townsend, who unaided 
once drove the British soldiers 
from her door, read: “In 
memory of DEBORAH, Re- 
lict of JOTHAM TOWN- 
SEND, who departed this life 
Feby 27th, 1841 in the 96th 
year of her age. Her path 
through life was that of re- 
ctitude And Christianity the 
basis of her faith and hope.” 

A surprising number of the 
Loyalists who emigrated later 
returned to Long Island. In 
this latter group may be 
placed Francis Armstrong, 
who married Sarah Luyster, 
a niece of the John Luyster 
already mentioned. Arm- 
strong was evidently an Angl- 
ican, connected with St. Geo- 
rge’s Church in Hempstead. 
He and his wife went to Nova 
Scotia, but “became so reduc- 
ed in circumstances that they 
were supplied with funds to 
come back” and took up life 
on Long Island again. Lord 
Hume, who took his wife back 
to Scotland at the end of the 
War, later returned with her 
to Wolver Hollow, where he 
died. A number of the refugees 
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intended all along to return 
as soon as they could secure 
legislative pardons. 

As for those two hardy 
Scotsmen, John Peter Row 
and “Leftenant” John Mc- 
Queen, the records are rather 
confused. Both settled at Dig- 
by in Nova Scotia with their 
Dutch wives, and both were 
granted land there. Several 
times they revisited Long Is- 
land. And evidently Mc- 
Queen’s children, at least, ul- 
timately returned to Wolver 
Hollow to stay. Perhaps their 
father did too. 

The old Dutch uncle of Mrs. 
Row, Anthony Van Nostrand, 
kept up a lively correspond- 
ence .with both families. In 
1788 he penned, in bad Dutch, 
the following deathless lines: 
“The new constitution has 
been adopted and of it now 
better or worse to be shall 
that is to us unknown. And 
the time shall it teach to those 
that live long enough. Some 
people set it better and some 
set it worse.” 

Not all of the Loyalists 
fled the country. Jan Mon- 
foort of Wheatley, widely 
known as a Tory, remained 
friendly with his _ patriot 
neighbors and kept the Re- 
formed Church going during 
the War by reading sermons 
in Dutch. After the peace, he 
and his large family remain- 
ed active in the congregation: 
Six of his 13 children survived 
infancy. Undoubtedly a ma- 
. jority of the Tories, men 
whose identity has not come 
down to us, stayed on the Is- 
land. This must be so, since 
several regiments of Tories 
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had __sibeen 


recruited from 
Queens County, and nothing 
like the 90 per cent of the 
population claimed by Thom- 
2s Jones was asked to depart. 
Had all the Tories been driven 
out, the County would have 
been depopulated indeed. As 
it was, the anti-Tory senti- 
ment gradually died down, 
though Loyalists were used as 
whipping boys for many years. 
Onderdonck recorded the fol- 
lowing verse from a political 
campaign in 1787: 

“Electors attend pray de- 

liver your votes, 

Beware of those lists that 

are made by turncoats; 

Base Tories we call ’em, a 

pitiful crew, 

Who every vile measure and 

plan will pursue.” 

In later years the Tory 
problem became something of 
a political issue, as the former 
Tories were usually associated 
with the Federalist Party. 

The difference in circum- 
stances between those who 
left and those who stayed 
seems clear enough. A few 
men, probably like Squire 
Van Wyck, were so cordially 
hated by their neighbors that 
they had no choice but to de- 
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part. Most of the other emi- 
grants were men of limited 
means who had small oppor- 
tunity here, but who hoped 
for better things in Canada. 
Such people went of their own 
free will, and often kept up 
friendly relations with their 
old neighbors for many years 
efterwards. Loyalists who had 
farms or other property on 
the Island, and who were not 
driven out, were glad enough 
to stay; and most of these did 


not suffer, in the postwar 
period, for their political 
beliefs. 
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Old “Gime “Books and ‘Reading 


A True Tale By 
Kate W. Strong 


WHAT DID they read in the 
days of yester year? Written 
on the side of Dr. Muirson’s 
Daybook was a notation that 
he subscribed to the news- 
papers with Mr. Woodhull. It 
was after the Revolution that 
my great-uncle wrote to his 
brother, my _ great - grand- 
father, asking him to cancel 
his subscription to a certain 
man’s publication and asking 
his neighbors to do so also as 
he had published such scandal- 
ous and utterly untrue stories 
about President Washington. 


My grandfather, Judge 
Selah B. Strong, was very 
fond of Sir Walter Scott’s 
novels. Some copies of the first 
American editions of the Scott 
novels look as if they had trav- 
eled oft in his greatcoat pock- 
et. The only one of my father’s 
(another Selah) childhood 
books that came down to us 
is “Holiday House” by Cath- 
erine Sinclair, published in 
1849. Unlike many books of 
the period the children were 
not either very bad or very 
good but two very normal 
youngsters spending the sum- 
mer at the home of an old 
uncle and getting in and out 
of scrapes. Two of the books 
that he owned during his later 
teens he always cherished. 


Charles Kingsley’s, “Two 
Years Ago,” “Stretton” by 
Charles Kingsley’s brother 
Henry. 


Like his father before him, 
father was very fond of Scott 
and liked particularly to re- 
cite bits of “Marmion.” He 
also used to quote sayings 
from the novels. I remember 
two especially — The young 
man who said it was fun to 
hunt partridges but no fun 
when they flew into your 
arms! What had happened 
was that he had been trying 
to attract the attention of a 
young girl when she flew in- 
to his arms and kissed him. 
It turned out that it was a 
sister of whose existence he 





had no knowledge. The other 
was the man who made the 
statement that the rope was 
not made that would hang him 
and Old Norma, the fitful 
head, answered “It’s sewn, 
it’s grown,. it’s hackled, and 
it’s twisted, the hour is come 
and the man.” 

Father liked to read poetry 
aloud to us children our fav- 
orites were “Horatius at the 
Bridge!”” and the less well- 
known Drake’s “Culprit Fay.” 

The earliest book I have of 
my Mother’s is “The Birthday 
Gift” given to her in 1849. 
In later years she was very 
fond of Miss Charlotte 
Yonge’s “Daisy Chain” and 
other books. Later on I also 
liked Miss Yonge’s books, but 
the historical ones. Of the 
others, much to my sister’s 
amusement the “Heir of Red- 
cliffe’” made me furious. I 
felt it was the author’s fault 
for having the heir die, his 
wife Amy have a daughter, 
and nasty Phillip, whom I 
hated, became the heir. 
Strange to say, although I 
cried over them, I never 
blamed the author Julia 
Horatio Ewing for the death 
of Jackanapes or the death in 
Lucas Mallet’s “Little Peter.” 
I felt they were true and the 
author couldn’t help it. 

We had the “Katy” books 
and Susan Coolidge’s short 
stories. She was really Miss 
Sarah Wolsey of New Haven, 
Connecticut, and a friend of 
my Mother. I know the “Toto” 
books by Laura E. Richards 
were reprinted and I hope they 
are still in print as they are 
delightful stories for young- 
sters. Beside many books, we 
had magazines. “St. Nicholas” 
complete from its first pub- 


lication. There I first “met” 
Louisa Alcott’s “Eight Cous- 
ins,” Frank Stockton’s de- 
lightful fairy stories, some of 
Rudyard’ Kipling’s jungle 
stories, “Little Lord Fauntle- 
roy” and other tales by well- 
known authors. 

Once a letter from a lame 
boy in Florence, Italy, asked 
someone here to trade butter- 
flies with him. As I was an 
enthuiastic collector of butter- 
flies and caterpillars, raising 
some of the larvae from eggs, 
I answered his letter at once 
and for a number of years we 
traded back and forth. Final- 
ly his collection grew so large 
that I could no longer find 
such rarities as he now need- 
ed. He once sent me a small 
book on Italian butterflies 
and moths. He later wrote a 
book himself with beautiful 
illustrations. Alas, the book 
cost forty dollars and I 
couldn’t afford it. Later from 
requests found in other mag- 
azines I traded with people in 
Canada, Philippines and Au- 
stralia but I doubt that I would 
have been able to do so if he 
had not taught me how to 
pack the butterflies. 


It didn’t matter in whose 
name the subscription to 
““Youth’s Companion” was en- 
tered, my father always read 
it first. Fine stories those 
were. There’s a true story of 
the use that was made of some 
premiums given to its sub- 
scribers. One year the 
“Youth’s Companion” brought 
out a yard of roses—a picture 
a yard long of beautiful roses 
in natural colors. That idea 
was taken up by other pub- 
lication’s later but “Youth’s 
Companion” started it. 

And now for the true story. 
There wasoncea little crippled 
girl who lived with her aunt, 
who worked hard to make a 
living for both of them. As 
the child could never leave 
her room, her aunt felt sorry 
that she always had to look 
at the dingy walls and finally 
managed to save money 

(Continued on page 236) 
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“Ohe “Bethpage °Purchase-“Part III 


The Break-Up of the Purchase 
Part III 
WHEN READING the will 
of Thomas Powell, one is in- 
clined to suppose that tradi- 
tion and preference triumph- 
ed over equity. The English 
custom of primogeniture, that 
is, making one’s first born son 
the sole heir, had not yet been 
altogether discarded in the 
colonies, and, if Powell was 
like some old men, calm judg- 
ment and impartiality may 
have given way to that con- 
tentious despair dynamic men 
in old age can know. 


We must beware, however, 
of speculation in matters of 
this sort, for countrymen, even 
above urban men, are great 
lovers of business, and count- 
less family transactions un- 
dertaken by Powell before 
death might have made the 
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Alonzo and Iris Gibbs 


final document of unequal dis- 
tribution acceptable to all his 
sons and daughters. The re- 
cords would tend to prove this 
to be the case for they list no 
post-mortem disputes or com- 
plaints. We must therefore ac- 
cept the whole account at face 
value, for what the family felt 
about the will would, if it 
could be known, only illumin- 
ate history, which in the end 
must stand on fact. 


In 1720 when the will was 
prepared, seven sons and 
seven daughters were still a- 
live. Powell’s wife no doubt 
was dead for the will makes 
no mention of her. One-third 
of the estate had already been 
conveyed to the apprentice 
Thomas Whitson. The remain- 
der, or about 6,500 acres, had 
to some degree been distribut- 


LAYOUT OF FIVE 18-HOLE GOLF COURSES 


ed through gifts which the 
document was designed to con- 
firm. These gifts went to sons 
John, Jonas, Caleb, Wait, and 
Elisha. The youngest son, 
Solomon, who was still a min- 
or, was to receive two hundred 
pounds upon reaching his 
majority, or, in the event that 
he should marry before the 
age of twenty-one, upon the 
birth of his first child. Thom- 
as 2 Powell, who lived in the 
original dwelling near Hemp- 
stead Road and who probably 
worked, along with his father, 
the lands allocated to their 
homesteads, received the 
greatest share of the purchase 
—430 acres as well as eight 
acres out of every unappor- 
tioned fifteen in the purchase; 
a possible total of 3500 to 3700 


acres. 
John Powell, who received 
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the second bequest and who 
lived just north of Broad 
Spring, was willed, besides his 
deed of gift, 1385 acres and 
five acres out of every fif- 
teen; approximately 2,000 in 
all. 


The youngest son of the 
first marriage, Elisha Powell, 
received sixty acres and then 
two acres out of every fif- 
teen, but he had earlier been 
given the lands on which his 
homestead stood (just north 
of the present brickyard in 
Old Bethpage). These hold- 
ings finally amounted to some 
800 acres. 

To all other sons (Jonas, 
Caleb and Wait) Powell be- 
queathed no rights in the pur- 
chase beyond substantial deeds 
of gift. Jonas, it should be 
mentioned, lived away from 
the plantation at this time, in 
the settlement of Lusum or 
Jericho. 

Married daughters received 
clothing or furniture (to Abi- 
gail, for example, “a wainscot 
chest and Box of Small Draw- 
ers that was her mother’s,’’) 
also a share in Solomon’s two 
hundred pounds if he should 
die before reaching twenty- 
one. To the unmarried daugh- 
ters, Sara and Amy, their 
father left his “bed and bed- 
ding and furniture belonging 
unto it.” Although this be- 
quest seems trivial to us to- 
day, we might recall that 
Shakespeare, as a well-to-do 
country squire, left his “sec- 
ond-best bed” to his wife. 

It is interesting that the di- 
rectives of Powell’s will were 
at first ignored in a legal 
sense. A pioneer family was 
never in reality a successful 
agrarian family. No fertilizers 
other than wood-ashes and 
manure existed for them. 
Sometimes a husbandman 
“marled” his land with lime 
made form sea-shells, but this 
practice was laborious and 
rare. Most farms were limit- 
ed in extent to what a few 
horses and men (sons or slav- 
es) could cultivate. The mark- 
et for produce that exceeded 
one’s needs was practically 
non-existent. Only a few coast- 
wise vessels carried vegetabies 
to the growing city of New 


York. For the most part a 
man farmed for his own well- 
being, and a gift of thousands 
of acres may have satisfied 
little more than the acquisi- 
tive drives all men know. 

We learn that in 1711 when 
an expedition against French 
Canada was mounted by the 
American Colonies, the Beth- 
page settlers responded as fol- 
lows to an inventory of avail- 
able supplies: 

Thomas Powell Sr. 
15 lbs of bacon 
Thomas Powell Jr. 
12 lbs of bacon 
John Powell 
10 lbs of bacon 
Thomas Whitson 
20 lbs of bacon 


These figures amount in 
each case to not more than 
a winter’s larder, provided of 
course that all bacon was to 
be commandeered. In either 
case, the amounts are not im- 
pressive and hardly suggest 
active trade in this farm pro- 
duct. 

But the pioneer passes. 
Good farm land, level and po- 
tentially productive, attracts 
outsiders. New _ generations 
are born, marriages intro- 
duce the stranger’s blood, and 
soon mine and thine enters 
the vocabulary of those who 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


once dwelt in an Eden apart. 


In 1731, ten years after 
Powell’s passing, Thomas Jun- 
ior died leaving seven sons 
and seven daughters. Depart- 
ing completely from the rule 
of primogeniture, he divided 
his lands equally among his 
sons, several of whom were 
already married and living on 
homesteads within the pur- 
chase. Wait had a brickyard 
in Old Bethpage, near the site 
of the present Nassau Brick 
Company. Moses had a house 
at “Ye Mirey Place” on Round 
Swamp Road. And Thomas 3 
lived near his father on the 
corner of what today would 
be Merritt Road and Hemp- 
stead Turnpike. (See ‘“Po- 
well’s Purchase Revisited”— 
Long Island Forum, April, 
1953.) 

Now, with three genera- 
tions on the original holdings, 
all with their separate rights, 
a legal division of the lands 
seemed prudent, so Samuel 
Willis of Jericho was hired in 
1732 to survey, map and plot 
the purchase. 

“At the request of Thomas 
Whitson Senior, John Powell, 
Elisha Powell, Thomas Po- 
well, Wait Powell, Amos Po- 
well, Moses Powell, Richard 


(Continued on page 234) 
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Whiting 
About 
Whiting 


WE ENJOYED reading the Sum- 
mer Issue of “Sanctuary,” a 
quarterly mimeographed publica- 
tion of the Long Island Chapter 
of The Nature Conservancy. This 
organization, which has its head- 
quarters in Washington, is dedi- 
cated to “preservation of land, ed- 
ucation in the values of natural 
areas, and investigation of natural 
areas and the problems relating 
to them.” 














Cited as an example of the 
L. I. Chapter’s work is the suc- 
cessful effort to preserve the 
Sunken Forest near Point O 
Woods on Fire Island. 


The work of the Chapter there- 
for seems to fit in nicely with 
that of the Society for the Pre- 
servation of L. I. Antiquities, 
which is actively saving and pre- 
serving worthwhile old landmarks 
and buildings. 


“Sanctuary” is well written. 
There are fine descriptions of 
unspoiled areas, nature walks on 
Fire Island, etc., which are in- 
cluded for the purpose of arousing 
interest in ‘the preservation of 





The 


Sou’wester Book Shop 
BELLPORT LANE, BELLPORT, L. I. 
Unusual Greeting Cards 
General Juvenile 
Paperbacked Books 
AT 6-0777 











these areas but which also are 
nice bits of nature writing. 

The secretary of the organiza- 

tion is Mrs. James R. White, Box 
194, Centerport, N. Y. 
WE ARE very sorry to hear that 
Mr. Verne Dyson, President of 
the Walt Whitman Birthplace So- 
ciety, editor of its Bulletin and 
L. I. author is leaving Long Is- 
land for California. His many ef- 
forts here will be sorely missed. 
A READER has called our atten- 
tion to the fact that creative talent 
here on Long Island appears in 
the names of homes. “Unpreten- 
tious and realistic” he terms some 
of the appellations he has noted 
for example; ‘Mildew Manor,” 
“Toujours Travail,” ‘“Leaksalot” 
and “Novue.” 


'C. J. M. 


Far Rockaway Trolleys 
From Felix E. Reifschneider’s 
recent pamplet, “Interurban Lim- 
ited,” a most interesting work, 
we learn that the Long Island 
Electric Railway opened a nine- 
mile line between Far Rockaway 


and Jamaica in 1897. To quote the 


author, with his permission: 

“At first, the fare was 20c, but 
this was soon reduced to 15¢c and 
in 1899 to 10c. The fare reduction 
ruined the company ‘and it never 
had substantial earnings there- 
after, in many years operating in 
the red. Now 20c was a reasonable 
fare for a 9-mile trip, as the rail- 
road had a longer route between 
the same points and charged near- 


LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 

Maps, Documents. 


630 Sunrise Highway 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 
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The Bowne House 
Historical Society 


Miss Margaret I. Carman 
President 
presents 

The Bowne House 
Built 1661 


Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 


Tuesdays and Saturdays 
3 to 5 P.M. 


Sundays, 





EAST END 
TYPEWRITER CoO. 
For all your office needs. New 
and used typewriters and add- 
ing machines, desk, files, etc. 
Sales, Service 
and Supplies 


Distributors for ROYAL type- 
writers and VICTOR adding 
machines. 
East Main St. & Fishel Ave. 
RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 
Call PArk 7-2695 
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ly double the trolley fare. The 


20c fare was especially needed 
because Far Rockaway was a 
beach resort and heavy traffic 


wes confined to three months in 
the summer.” 





Nice People 

A few weeks ago I wrote asking 
if anyone knew the history of 
Telsa Tower of Shoreham, L. I. 
I want you to know that two of 
‘your subscribers were kind 
enough to give me tthe informa- 
tion I needed. 

Mr. Frank W. Corwin of Sag 
Harbor supplied the information 
and Mr. John H. Newton of Say- 
ville sent me a picture. 

It’s nice to know people care 
enough to take time to help. 

Mrs. Hilda J. Dare 
West Hempstead 





Long Island 
Books— Maps—Prinis 


Paintings— Documents 
Bought and Sold 


Ira J]. Friedman 
INC. 
215 Main Street 
Port Washington 
Tel. PO 17-3547 











THOMAS HALSEY 
HOMESTEAD — 1648 
South Main St., Southampton, N. Y. 
Restored 1958-61 by 
Southampton Colonial Society 
17th and 18th Century Furnishings 
Selected and Placed by 
MR. HENRY F. DUPONT 
Halsey’s Young Wife Was Scalped 
Here by Connecticut Indians — 1649 
Open July 12 to September 12 
Week Days Only 11:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Entrance Donation 
Adults $1.00 Children 25c 











Lumber — Mason Supplies 
Free Delivery & Estimating 


MID-ISLAND LUMBER 
& SUPPLY CO., Ine. 


415 Roanoke Ave. 
Riverhead, N. Y. 


PArk 7-2430 
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The Telsa Tower at Shoreham 





Zeidler Motors, 
INC. 


ROUTE 112, MEDFORD 
Sales and Service 


LINCOLN-MERCURY-COMET 
TAUNUS-LARK-VOLVO 
RENAULT-PEUGOT 








Sag Harbor 


Savings Bank 
Established 1860 


Serving all of 
Long Island 


Savings Accounts 
Morigages 


Member F.D.I.C. 


Sag Harbor 5-0012 
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Classified Advertising 





(Rates: 10c per word, minimum 
20 words or $2. Additional con- 
secutive insertions, same copy, 5c 
per word. Copy must be received 
with cash or check by 10th. of 
month preceding following issue. 
Charges accepted from subscrib- 
ers but 15c billing charge will be 
made.) 

FOR SALE “Guide to Historic 
Markers.” $1.50 Illustrated pub- 
lication by Southold Historical 
Society, about old structures and 
sites in Southold, Peconic and 
Arshamomaque, 64 markers so far, 
placed by the Society. Write Mrs. 
Edgar Baumgartner, Southold, 
Long Island. - 








FOR SALE in Coconut Grove sec- 
tion of Miami. A two bedroom 
and bath home with added ef- 
ficiency apartment within easy 
walking distance of all facilities 
including bus lines and Biscayne 
Bay. Heated and air conditioned 
throughout and attactively fur- 
nished. Rental of one unit more 
than pays for other. Ideal for 
retiree or one going to retire. 
Present owner would stay on as 
tenant in efficiency if desired. 
Photos of interior and exterior 
available for seriously interested 
parties. Price $18,500.00, write 
owner, 3232 Gifford Lane, Miami 
33, Florida. 





“IS YOUR HOME ATTRACTIVE? 
Let us sketch it from your photo- 
graph and put it on stationery for 
you. Can be also used on match 
covers, playing cards, napkins, etc. 

Write to 

CROOKER 
Cold Spring Harbor, New York” 
WANTED: old carriage letter- 
heads, billheads, broadsides, for 
information about' L. I. Carriage 
makers. Jane des Grange, Suffolk 
Museum, Stony Brook, L. I. 
FOR ALL the News of Hunting- 
ton Township subscribe to the 
Long Islander, New York State’s 
leading weekly newspaper. 313 
Main Street, Huntington, L. I. 
Hamilton 7-4000. 


CUSTOM MADE, Lifetime Brass 
Furniture. You sketch it or give 
us a picture. We will give you an 
estimate and make it to your 
specifications. Messenger Manu- 
facturing Co. 37-14 63rd., Wood- 
side, L. I., N. Y. Call HAvemeyer 
9-4747 or ATlantic 4-1497. 


For local year ‘round news of 
your friends and activities on the 
South Fork of Long Island, Sub- 
scribe to: The Hampton Chronicle, 

Westhampton Beach 
$4.00 per year 
The Hampton Bays News, 
Hampton Bays, $3.50 per year 
The Southampton Press, 
Southampton, N. Y. $4.00 per year 
WEDGWOOD ‘ 
WANTED to purchase — Early 
Wedgwood, Wedgwood & Bently 
plaques, ornamental or useful 
ware in Jasper, basalt, queens- 
ware, caneware. Box 1568W West- 
hampton Beach, New York. 

















From the famous Richard H. 
Handley Collection of Long Island 
Americana: “Place Names in the 
Town of Smithtown,” also “A 
History of Smithtown, 1663-1845”; 
Rufus B. Langhans, Smithtown 
Library, Smithtown, Long Island. 
Price $1.00 each. 





GUNS 
WANTED — for my collection. 
Old guns, pistols, powder horns, 
bullet moulds, swords or cannon 
barrels. Indian arrow heads. Li- 
censed dealer for modern guns 
and ammunition. RICHARD G. 
HENDRICKSON, Lumber Lane, 
Bridgehampton, N. Y. Telephone 
BRidgehampton 2-0893. tf 





DOLLS — CLOCKS 
We would like to buy old dolls 
and clocks for our collections. 
Write—Ann & Jack Reid, 19 
Sylvan Ct. West Islip, L. I. 





THE SMITHTOWN NEWS for 
many years has featured Long 
Island History in its columns. 
“News of Long Ago,” by Virginia 
Eckels Malone. Write for sample 
copy. Box 515, Smithtown, N. Y. 





COMPLETE NEWS of Sayville 
and vicinity and provocative com- 
ment is found in The Suffolk 
County News, national and state 
award-winning newspaper. 23 
Candee Avenue, Sayville. SAy- 
ville 4-6200. 





FOR ALL THE NEWS of Eastern 
Long Island read the NEWS-RE- 
VIEW. Subscribe Today P. O. Box 
720, Riverhead, N. Y. 
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Bethpage Purchase 
(Continued from page 231) 


Powell, Joshua Powell, Isaac 
Powell,’”’ Samuel Willis writes, 
“I began to measure and sur- 
vey the lands of Bethpage on 
the 30th day of the 1st month 
called March in the year 1732 
. . . I surveyed the greatest 
part of their improved lands 
and the next year 1733 I 
went on and surveyed many 
more lots and made a division 
of what lands they then 
thought proper to divide. . .” 
With only one man to help 
him at this prodigious task, 
he completed the survey by 
March 28, 1734, and so accu- 
rate were his maps and field 
notes that C. Victor Wilson, 
Cox and Bennett of the Nas- 
sau County Department of 
Public Works were able in the 
1930’s to run the bounds and 
relate the old purchase to pre- 
sent-day holdings. 

During the year 1734, Wil- 
lis again returned to the Pur- 
chase from his home in Jeri- 
cho. We can picture him 
working with compass and 
level, a Gunter chain on the 
ground beside him, his face 
burned by the sun, his clothes 
blown by the wind, a man 
engaged in one of the oldest 
trades civilization knows. 
Thus he went about “uncom- 
moning” those Bethpage lands 
to the north of Thomas Whit- 
son’s fixed line. This line had 
been established in 1732 so 
that Thomas Whitson could 
grant all of his right (one- 
third of the whole) north of 
the line to his son Thomas, 
and equally divide all of his 
right to the south of the line 
among his other sons, John, 
David and Henry. The “fixed 
line” followed what today 
would be Old Country Road— 
then merely a path. (Later, 
in 1755, Solomon Ketcham 
surveyed the common lands 
south of the line and Willis 
assisted him in dividing it 
“amongst the proprietors... 
according to their right.’’) 

After fifty-two years of 
Powell and Whitson owner- 
ship, in 1739 part of the Pur- 
chase for the first time pass- 
ed to a stranger. During that 
year Elisha Powell died, leav- 
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ing to his wife, Rebecca, lands, 
oxen and a negro slave, Ben. 
/The executors sold Elisha’s 
land rights to Henry Pearsall, 
a Quaker from Hempstead. 
Henry died a few years later 
and left this property to his 
sons, Thomas, Rowland, and 
John. Although their father 
had never moved to his Beth- 
page holdings, two of his sons 
met and married Powell girls. 
Possibly these romances had 
that bucolic touch where “the 
plowman, near at hand, whis- 
tles o’er the furrowed land, 
and the milkmaid singeth 
blithe” — for Anna, who at 
eighteen married Rowland 
Pearsall, was the daughter of 
Wait 3, and Wait’s farm was 
just south of Elisha’s cultivat- 
ed land (sold to Rowland’s 
father). 


The young couple built their 
own home in Broad Hollow 
beside the Massatayun Creek. 
(See Long Island Forum, No- 
vember, 1955, ‘Meandering 
Massatayun Creek.’”) John 
and Thomas Pearsall also set- 
tled near the hollow; their 
homesteads were mentioned 
by Solomon Ketcham in his 
1755 survey. 


Land in the Purchase had 
now become relatively valu- 
able. (In 1766 Thomas 3 
Powell’s holdings, for  in- 
stance, although only about 
six per cent of the plantation, 
were valued at about eight 
hundred pounds.) Sales, there- 
fore, were frequent and a di- 
vision of the lands owned by 
stranger and kin had to be 
made again by Willis in 1768. 
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New names such as Wansor, 


Carman, Cornelius, Willets, 
Bedell, Shadbolt, Amberson, 
Colyer, Youngs, and Hen- 


drickson, appear on this last 
revision of the “Great Map.” 


From the start of it all, 
from the virgin wilderness to 
civilization, from sole cwner- 
ship to general ownership, 
less than one hundred years 
had passed. Yet, as late as 
1931, a large tract of the Beth- 
page area — green potholes, 
and rolling hills under pep- 
peridge and oak — remained 
just as the glacier had put it 
down a million years before. 
Although several owners shar- 
ed this area, New York State 
reunited these acres as park 
and golf course. Then it was 
that Historian Jesse Merritt 
suggested that the name Beth- 
page be restored to the lands 
of his fathers. 


EAST HAMPTON HISTORY — 
with genealogies of 47 early East 
Hampton families. 619 pages, pro- 
fusely illustrated. 

The families: Baker, Barns or 
Barnes, Bennett, Chatfield, Conk- 
lin or Conkling, Davis, Dayton, 
Dibble, Dimon, Dominy, Edwards, 
Field, Filer, Fithian, Gann, Gard- 
iner, Gould, Hand, Hedges, Hicks, 
Homan, Hopping, Huntting, Isa- 
acs, Jones, King, Leek, Lester, 
Loper, Miller, Mulford, Murdock, 
Osborn or Osborne, Parsons, 
Payne, Schellinger, Shaw, Sher- 
rill, Simons, Squires, Stratton, 
Strong, Talmage, Tillinghast, Top- 
ping, Vail, Van Scoy. 

$10 the copy 
EAST HAMPTON STAR 
EAST HAMPTON, L. I. 
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The Plandome Mill 

Early in July I wrote you ques- 
tioning the construction date of 
the Flandome Mill appearing on 
the cover of the July Forum, 
(As 1693). You kindly replied on 
July 7 giving Bailey’s History of 
Lon¢ Island as reference. Strange 
as it may seem, I, as an amateur 
historian, have little regard for 
most printed histories of L. I. as 
reference. Only facts from docu- 
ments end documentary records 
are of interest to me. They are 
free of opinions, guesses and 
memory failures. 

Again, by an unusual coinci- 
dence I happen to be particularly 
well posted on the history of 
the Plandome Mill. Perhaps no- 
one else has had my opportunity 
to learn the history of this mill 
I can definitely state that it was 
not built in 1693; that the date 
painted on the end of the build- 
ing some fifty years ago, (I re- 
member when it was not there) 
represented only some _ loose 
numerals which Mr. Leeds pos- 
sibly drew out of a hat. 

I have among my papers a 
complete ownership list of the 
mill—first to last. Also are avail- 
able extracts from town records, 
deeds, maps and will covering 
the property. 

The Mill Was NOT BUILT BE- 
FORE 1718 (two deeds to prove 
it) and it WAS BUILT BEFORE 
1729 (one deed to prove) when 
it partly changed ownership. 

It can be readily proven that 
your authority to the effect that 
it was “built in 1693, probably 
by William Nichols who obtained 
a large grant of land in that sec- 
tion” was quite unfamiliar with 
the documented facts. 

FIRST. The mill was not built 
in 1693 because a later deed (1718) 
covering the site of the mill area 
does not mention any mill. 

SECOND. William Nichols 
never received a grant of land in 
the Phandome area. His father, 
Mathias Nichols, did obtain grants, 
a number of them. 

As known to me only three 
L. I. historians have committed 
themselves on the mill’s date of 
erection and the name of the 
builder. All of these narratives 
are open to contradiction in whole 














or in part. It seems hard to be- 
lieve that they were advanced by 
serious historians. 

The first authorities’ statements 
have keen shown to be of no 
value. The second of three men- 
tioned, Munsell, in his “History of 


Queens County” (1882)- states: 
“built either by William or Ma- 
thias Nichols early in the last 
century.” (The 18th. century.) 
Here are the _ contradictory 
facts — Mathias Nichols DIED 
THIRTEEN YEARS before the 


“last century” began. That lets 
Mathias out. When William Nic- 
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hols sold his inherited property 
(including the mill site) there 
was no mill mentioned in the 
deed. That rather lets William 
out as the builder. Where Mun- 
sell got his misinformation is un- 
known—he certainly did not do 
any research. 

The third historian to expose 
himself, Peter Ross, in his “A 
History of Long Island” (1902) 
states; “built by William Nichols 
in 1735.” Contrary to this state- 
ment are three documented facts 
--William Nichols SOLD the in- 
herited farm and mill site in 1718 





en 


WHY GO ELSEWHERE 





INSTALLMENT 
SAVINGS 


| W) 

ly 
Savings insured 
up to $10,000 by 
the Federal 
Savings and 
Loan Insurance 
Corp., an agen- 
cy of the United 


States 
Government 


SAVE-BY-MAIL . 


WE 
HAVE 








Main Office 
JAMAICA AVE. 

At Woodhaven Blvd. 
VI 7-7041 
MORTGAGE LOANS - PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT LOANS 


CHRISTMAS CLUB - 





NO HIGHER RATES ON LONG ISLAND 
Current Dividend Rates 


INCOME 
SAVINGS 





Per Annum 


. . We Pay Postage Both Ways 


MORTGAGE MONEY! 


COLUMBIA SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


As Near to You as Your Telephone 


Forest Hills Office 


CONTINENTAL AVE. BROADWAY 
At Austin St. At Union Ave. 
BO 3-7500 MY 1-0555 


SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES AVAILABLE 


For the Convenience of our Nassau, Suffolk res. 
Phone IV 1-9550 
Hours: Monday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.—5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday to Friday — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Amityville Hours: Monday to Thursday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
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first of the 
month. 
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Amityville Office 
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—wWilliam Nichols died in 1723— 
and—the town records show a 
partial transfer of MILL owner- 
ship in 1729. 

With the above documentary 
data available let us try to prove 
that the mill was “built by Wil- 
liam Nichols in 1735.” 

1. William Nichols sold the mill 
SEVENTEEN YEARS BEFORE IT 
WAS BUILT. 

2. William Nichols built the mill 
TWELVE YEARS AFTER HE 
DIED. 


3. The mill was sold SIX 
YEARS BEFORE IT WAS BUILT. 


All three are astounding per- 
formances. If you are interested 
in placing before the public the 
true story of the mill, I shall be 
pleased to make available to your 
staff, any, or all of my extensive 
collection of Plandome Mill docu- 
ments, photographs and my al- 
ready compiled history of the 
Mill as written twelve years ago 
for the officers of the Incorporated 
Village of Plandome Manor. 


A. N. Van Nostrand 
Southold 


It Is All True 


As I walked through Alley Pond 
forest and along the wooded paths 
of Oakland Lake at Bayside, Long 
Island this year a good part of 
this section is just like it was 
when I was a boy; occasionally I 
see a stone nearby, kicking it 
over ito see the other side some- 
times I find out it is different 
from the other thousand of stones 
.in ‘the area. Picking it up I find 
out it is a tool stone made by 
one of Long Island’s stone-age 
men near the end of the ice-age 
thousands of years ago. It is a 
thrill to find it, just like picking 
up the stone-age man’s calling 
card which he left for me. He 
made this stone-tool for his every- 
day use long before Mesopotamia 
invented the alphabet and placed 
the written word on two inch 
clay tablets, one of which I have 
in my collection; yes, long before 
the pyramids were built in ancient 
Egypt or the Assyrians, Greeks 
and Romans established their 
civilizations or that great cloud 
rose over Vesuvius and destroyed 
Pompeii and Herculaneum, here 
our paleo-Indian; the stone age 
or Ice age man trod these same 
paths seeing the deer and other 
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wild animals and listening to the 
singing of birds in the forest. 

As Louis A. Brennan wrote in 
his book (No Stone Unturned) 
published 1959, I have had in no 
instance to walk farther than 
the field or lot next door to 
their residences (his relatives 
from Princeton, N. J. to Ports- 
mouth, Ohio) to come upon the 
tell-tale flint chips, the fire- 
cracked pebbles, the shell, the 
potsherds or the whole imple- 
ments of the stone-age occupa- 
tion of those parts. This is from 
chapter one, (Thirty Thousand 
Years Plus). That is really going 
way back. 

In this History Of Bayside, last 
paragraph of page one continued 
over to page two, it reads: “When 
the white man came to Bayside, 
just a little more than three hun- 
dred years ago, seeking the well- 
ordered life of the country squire, 
he came face to face on ‘the shores 
of Little Neck Bay with stone- 


age men who had been here for 


approximately ten thousand 
years.” 
Yes, it is all true and in the 
record as I have discovered. 
Louis H. Schneider 
College Point 





Autumn Notes 
(Continued from page 224) 


same; they are holding steady. 
Grumman Airfield 

Sometimes, in this daring 
age when men boidly put stars 
up in the sky and mechanical 
birds in the air, it is a tempta- 
tion to include the man-made 
phenomena with the nature 
notes! For instance, yesterday 
afternoon I came home with 
my ears drumming and my 
head spinning from the Grum- 

(Continued on next page) 
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Books and Reading 
(Continued from page 229) 


enough to buy a cheap but 
pretty paper and paper the 
room herself. Being new to 
the job, the paper came out 
irregularly at the top of the 
walls, but the child said it 
will be all right when the 
border is on. The aunt had 
to admit that there was no 
more money for a border so 
the child decided that she 
would only look lower down. 
However, her many friends 
among the other children real- 
ized her disappointment. 
Finally one boy proposed that 
if enough of them would give 
up their precious “Yard of 
Roses’’ they would have 
enough to make a beautiful 
border. At last they had all 
the required yards promised 
but one. Then two children 
came forward and said they 
couldn’t bear to part with all 
their precious roses but they 
would each give a half! When 
the border was put up I don’t 
know who was happier, the 
crippled girl or her friends. 

“Harper’s Young People” 
was a weekly, filled with fine 
short stories and serials. Kurt 
Munroe published his Canoe 
Mates, Raft Mates, etc. in it. 
All three magazines are dead 
now though all made a gallant 
fight for life. I think modern 
children miss a good deal for 
they no longer look forward 
eagerly for the coming of the 
mailman when their pet 
papers were due. 


As Ever 
I enjoy it as much as ever. 
Sidney Gerrodette 
‘Patchogue 











A Gift For Yourself or For a Friend! 


Why not subscribe to the Long Island Forum? 
Twelve issues of local historical articles. 


KEEP UP WITH NEW LONG ISLAND BOOKS 
ONE YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION $3.00 
Box 1568 Westhampton Beach, N. Y. 
We'll send gift card for you. 
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Autumn Notes 
(Continued from page 236) 


man Navy Airfield, about 
three miles from here, from 
an air show put on by the 
famous “Blue Angels.” Talk 
about migrating birds flow- 
ing from one position to an- 
other, in V’s, squares, tri- 
angles, straight arrows, wing 
to wing! Talk about eagles 
plummeting vertically to earth 
at incredible rates of speed, 
only to turn at the crucial 
moment to burst upwards a- 
gain! Can birds stream red, 
white and blue smoke out be- 
hind them? Can birds make 
fountain shaped loops which 
look like Fourth of July fire- 
works displays? Can birds 
roar so loud? Fly so high? 
Look more beautifully sleek or 
colorful winging earthward, 
than these bright blue and 
yellow man-made air crea- 
tures ? 


Brookhaven 
Atomic Laboratory 


A fifteen ton pilot plant 
loop was towed by barge from 
Boston to Port Jefferson to 
be delivered to the laboratory 
because it was too large to 
come by train or truck. One 
of the largest trucks on the 
eastern seaboard took it from 
the harbor to the laboratory, 
accompanied by police and 
telephone linesmen who had 
to cut wires every now and 
then to let the giant pass. 

In the evening we drove to 
see the loop installed in its 
special sheet steel building. 
When we got there the loop 
was already in place and the 
crew of riggers, dressed in 
bright yellow oilskin trousers 
and jackets, were climbing up 
and down the layers of scaf- 
folds in the rain like agile 


monkeys or mountain goats, 
locking together the ribbed 
sheet steel sides. 


As we left the lab a young 
buck with short, fuzzy ant- 
lers stood at the edge of the 
road, watching us go by. And 
a little later a doe and two 
small fawns took off up a slope 
and over the crest of a hill. 
A flock of fifty or sixty rob- 
ins flew out of some trees as 
the car went past, and a brown 
rabbit hopped along on his 
way somewhere. In spite of 
the hundreds of brains work- 
ing at full capacity; in spite 
of riggers, carpenters, mail- 
men, masons, policemen, 
painters and administrators, 
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Brookhaven laboratory is a 
perfect wooded haven for wild 
life. Nature and man, side by 
side, compatible as can be. 
Northern Lights 

Last night about 8 o'clock 
we went out of doors to see 
if we could spot the Russian 
satellite Sputnik pass by. We 
missed the Sputnik but we 
did see a sudden, mysterious, 
brilliant red flare of light 
shoot up from the horizon, 
brighten, hold steady for 
about fifteen minutes, and 
then gradually fade out. The 
light was in the direction of 
the Sound. It could have been 
a fire, except that it was too 
motionless, too uniform in 
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color. We had seen northern 
lights before, but they had 
always been flickering and 
multicolored, with much green 
and yellow. But these were 
northern lights, and made a 
good showing for the Inter- 
national Geophysical Year. 

These lights reminded me 
of the time a few years ago 
when we woke up in the night 
to see a strange red glow mo- 
tionless in the sky, like a blown 
up star or a miniature sun. 
A few minutes later, another 
circular red glow appeared a 
short distance away, follow- 
ed by another and then an- 
other. The next morning we 
discovered that in the night 
a plane had fallen into the 
Sound; and the red glows were 
flares sent up by a search 
party to lighten the black 
water in order to locate the 
plane and the pilot. They 
found them. 

Storm On The Sound 

One of the wildest storms 
I ever witnessed pounded, 
roared, smashed and whirled 
outside the house last night. 
The rain was lifted in sheets 
off the road by the wind. 
Trees bent double, unable to 
straighten out; and electric 
lights kept fitfully going off 
and on. 

This morning we went down 
to the beach, and what a sight 
met our eyes. The marshes 
were flooded almost to the 
head of the creek behind the 
houses. Gulls swooped in 
-flocks over them, looking for 
floating crabs. Tremendous 
coffee colored waves broke 
and smashed up against the 
concrete parking lot at the 
public beach. Wooden stakes 
and pilings ripped from near- 
by cottages and swirled aleng 
in the rushing water. A little 
boat floated rapidly along the 
shore’s edge and splintered to 
bits on the rocks in front of 
where we stood. The wind was 
howling all around. As we 
stood watching, the tide swept 
in, covering more and more 
of the road behind us with 
water, until finally we had to 
go back. 


For outstanding places to dine 
—see the back page of the Forum 
every month. 
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Plus: 


LILCO FREE SERVICE POLICY 


Covers inspection, adjustment of equipment and 
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~ Remember: 

GAS provides a completely automatic heating system for your home. 
GAS burns completely with a clean blue flame. 

GAS dependability is built into the burner, with no complicated parts. 
GAS is metered right to your home—you pay only after you use it. 


GAS is easily installed—at your convenience, and at low cost. 
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Readers Forum 
(Continued from page 222) 
shottel. 

On Labor Day, September 5th, 
1955, a fire occurred in the old 
building and the building was 
torn down prior to January Ist, 
1956. The property is now oc- 
cupied by the Cross Roads Shop- 
ping Center. 

Regarding the house built by 
Powell, 
Merritt Road. We do not believe 
that the present residence is the 
one originally built in 1700, as 
we have always been given to 
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The ultimate in American 
cuisine in authentic colonial 
setting 


Jericho, L. I. WE 1-2201 


understand that tthe original house 
burned down in 1850, but was 
rebuilt as an exact duplicate of 
the original. The house is now 
occupied by a Captain MacDou- 
gall. 

You can see from the foregoing 
that the original homestead on 
the Lawrence Farm was not de- 
stroyed in 1931. 
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If you contact Mrs. Mabel Mer- 
ritt, widow of Jesse Merritt, form- 
er Nassau County Historian who 
lives opposite the MacDougall 
place, you might obtain other in- 
teresting information regarding 
the Bethpage Purchase. 

William A. Wesche 
Farmingdale 
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